Reconnaisance Report
WHITE BROOK WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
John S. Barclay*

Date of Visit: 29 December 2003 Time: 9:20 - 10:05 a.m.

Location: 99 Darby Road, from Barre?t Hill Road, off Rte. 169, Brooklyn,
Windham County, Connecticut.

Owner: Wolf Den Land Trust (WDLT)

Purpose: To develop a preliminary assessment of wildlife values and management

Overview:

Land trust caretaker for the White Brook Sanctuary, Sara Putnam-Orcutt, accompanied me to the
property. The White Brook Sanctuary is owned almost entirely by the WDLT, with an unmarked
barbed wire fence boundary through the back portion. At the time of our visit the area had been
flooded for some time by a sizeable beaver population. Ice covered the area but was unsafe to walk
on thus most of the property was inaccessible. The WDLT is interested in determining the quality of
the property for wildlife and recommendations for management.

Site Description:

The site consists of an extensive shallow fresh marsh with smaller areas of deep marsh, shrub swamp,
wooded riparian edge and wooded knolls. A dilapidated (mill?) dam by Darby Road receives flow
from several streams which appear to merge ~150-200 from the dam. Beaver have built a dam upon
the original, raising the water level substantially but temporarily creating extensive wetland habitats
which should benefit many other species as well. Established housing occurs close to the site, and
new housing was under construction, also in close proximity. A trash dump was observed just off the
property, a footing drain (?) appears to discharge from the nearest house into the wetland, and woody
debris, leaves and lawn clippings appear to have been dumped on the property on a regular basis.
Human use of the property, such as mowing, or cutting trees and shrubs near the property line, may
occur. Invasive species noted on site include grackles, house sparrows, autumn olive, barberry,
multiflora rosa, asiatic bittersweet, and phragmites. Woody plants having some wildlife value were
red oak, white ash, red maple, red cedar, white pine, pitch pine (planted?), cherry sp., grape and
cattail. Cattail is usually beneficial for wildlife if managed via water levels and muskrat populations.
Other species were noted but are of minor value to wildlife.

Discussion:

The property in question appears to have the potential to be a high priority wetland for indigenous
aquatic wildlife species, populations and habitats in Northeastern Connecticut. Relatively few
wildlife species were noted but that is typical for this time of day and season. The marsh may have
been created or expanded as a result of sedimentation from erosion upstream. Present conditions
seem to be good but deteriorating and should be addressed if the property is to achieve its potential
for the WDLT. The area is believed to be especially important for aquatic wildlife such as wetland
song birds, ducks, rails, herons, beaver, muskrat, mink, otter and raccoon . The value of this area for
fish per se was not determined on this visit but may be relatively minor due to the generally shallow
nature of the marsh. Some (but not all) native amphibians, turtles and non-poisonous snakes probably
do well, depending on levels of predation and human disturbance.






